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Lyft has partnered with Tensor Auto to deploy automated vehicles 
(AVs) on its platform. The first Tensor Auto Robocar, designed to be 
platform-ready directly from the factory, is expected to arrive in late 2026. 
This partnership represents Lyft’s first initiative in which the company will 
own and operate AVs within its network.
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Europe has become a key testing ground for Chinese AV companies 
such as Baidu, DeepRoute.ai, and Pony.ai. After Chinese AV operations 
were banned in the United States, these companies began establishing new 
headquarters and testing programs across Europe to strengthen their 
global presence. In response, the European Commission is developing 
continent-wide regulations to govern AV deployment.

DoorDash has partnered with Serve Robotics to expand autonomous 
food deliveries across the U.S. The company will deploy Serve’s Dot 
sidewalk delivery robots. They are already operating in Phoenix, Arizona, and 
they plan to launch soon in Los Angeles, California. As part of this effort, 
DoorDash aims to develop a multimodal delivery network while continuing 
to rely on human couriers for longer or more complex trips.

Natron Energy, a leading developer of sodium-ion batteries, ceased 
operations in September 2025 due to financial difficulties. As the second 
U.S. battery company to shut down this year, its closure highlights the 
challenges domestic firms face in competing with Chinese manufacturers. 
An industry expert noted that strengthening U.S. manufacturing capacity is 
essential to support the nation’s battery development efforts.
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Rivian CEO RJ Scaringe emphasized the importance of LiDAR technology 
in advancing AV development. He noted that LiDAR has become more 
affordable, and modern computing can now process data from multiple 
sensors simultaneously. Scaringe also indicated that Rivian may integrate 
LiDAR into future vehicles and driver assistance systems.
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https://www.engadget.com/transportation/evs/tensors-robocar-will-be-lyft-ready-out-of-the-factory-182010143.html
https://spectrum.ieee.org/natron-sodium-ion-battery-failure
https://techcrunch.com/2025/10/09/doordash-to-use-serve-robotics-sidewalk-robots-for-deliveries-in-los-angeles/
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https://ev.com/news/rivian-ceo-says-lidar-still-key-for-autonomy-as-tesla-bets-on-cameras-alone
http://imr.berkeley.edu/
http://imr.berkeley.edu/

