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Nuro begins testing automated vehicle (AV) technology in Palo Alto 
and Mountain View, California and Houston, Texas. The Nuro AVs are 
permitted to travel up to 35 miles per hour and are prepared to 
encounter emergency vehicles, construction zones, and school buses 
without a remote operator. Additionally, the Nuro AVs are allowed to drive 
at night without a safety operator. 
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Members of the future Trump administration suggest developing a federal 
regulation framework to increase AV deployment. AV companies currently 
face challenges deploying vehicles without a steering wheel and pedals. Experts 
suggest actions by the Department of Transportation and National Highway 
Transportation Safety Administration may help loosen these requirements; 
others suggest an act of Congress is needed to support broader AV adoption.

Amtrak confirms efforts to move forward with the development of high 
speed rail in Texas. The Amtrak vice president of high speed rail development, 
Andy Byford, explains the project has advanced to the third phase of corridor 
identification with service between Dallas and Houston as a top contender. 
However, Byford explains great support is needed in terms of funding, politics, 
and land to complete the potentially $30 billion project. 

The Alliance for Automotive Innovation (AAI) requests the Trump 
administration maintain tax credits for electric vehicle (EV) purchases. 
Additionally, the AAI raises concerns about inconsistencies between state 
and federal regulations and suggests efforts to increase AV deployments. The 
AAI includes representatives from General Motors, Toyota, Volkswagen, and 
other automotive industry companies.
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Uber and Lyft plan to expand AV operations within their fleet of 
ridehailing vehicles. Uber plans to partner with Waymo to bring AV 
ridehailing to Austin, Texas and Atlanta, Georgia and partner with Cruise 
beginning in 2025. Lyft reports 130,000 AV rides have been completed 
through their partnership with Motional in Las Vegas, Nevada.
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https://techcrunch.com/2024/11/19/nuro-expands-driverless-autonomous-vehicle-testing-in-push-to-attract-customers/
https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/automakers-urge-trump-preserve-ev-tax-credits-boost-self-driving-cars-2024-11-21/
https://www.smartcitiesdive.com/news/amtrak-andy-byford-texas-central-dallas-houston-high-speed-train/733166/
https://www.govtech.com/policy/federal-framework-could-loosen-self-driving-car-rules
https://www.smartcitiesdive.com/news/uber-lyft-waymo-robotaxi-autonomous-vehicles/733554/
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