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Joby Aviation announces their electric vertical takeoff and landing 
(eVTOL) is in the final phase of certification with the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA). In 2025, Joby’s eVTOL aircraft will undergo the FAA’s 
Type Inspection Authorization to validate their aircraft’s performance and 
safety. In addition, the Type InspectionAuthorization will test the pilot 
workload, flight deck ergonomics, and other human factors related to safety.
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Recent news describes Waymo passengers experiencing harassment 
from pedestrians outside the vehicle. In San Francisco, California, one 
woman reports two men stepping in front of the Waymo vehicle causing it 
to stop in the middle of the road. Waymo explains passengers may call 911 
or contact Rider Support through the vehicle if they feel unsafe at any time 
during their ride.

Hyundai announces they will provide free adapters for Tesla S
uperchargers to any Hyundai EV customer. However, Hyundai EV 
owners must place a request for the charging adapter through their 
MyHyundai account. Hyundai reports their 2025 Ioniq 5 will be the first 
non-Tesla EV to be factory-equipped with the SAE J3400 plug.

Hertz begins selling some of its electric vehicle (EV) rental cars due 
to low demand and repair challenges. Some of the vehicles include the 
Ford Mustang Mach-E, Chevrolet Bolt, Polestar 2, and Teslas. Additionally, 
Hertz is offering a 12-month, 12,000 mile warranty for all the vehicles sold 
on their platform.
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The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) proposes a new 
national reporting framework for automated vehicles (AVs). The framework 
eliminates the need for AVs without pedals and a steering wheel to obtain 
exemptions, and requires more data reporting through the AV Safety, 
Transparency, and Evaluation Program (STEP). NHTSA expects AV STEP will facilitate 
data transparency and can make any data publicly available at their discretion.
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https://www.mercurynews.com/2024/12/29/joby-conducts-first-faa-testing-under-tia-in-simulator-in-marina/
https://www.theverge.com/2024/12/26/24329874/hertz-ev-tesla-email-sales-offers
https://electrek.co/2024/12/23/hyundai-ev-drivers-free-tesla-nacs-adapter-heres-how/
https://jalopnik.com/passengers-threatened-and-harassed-in-driverless-taxis-1851728996
https://www.iotworldtoday.com/transportation-logistics/more-self-driving-cars-could-hit-the-road-with-new-rules
http://imr.berkeley.edu/
http://imr.berkeley.edu/

