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The Texas state legislature passes Senate Bill 2807 to address safety 
concerns around automated vehicles (AVs). This bill requires AV companies 
to obtain a permit from the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles and develop 
first responder safety plans. Although Waymo has provided training to over 
1,000 Austin police officers and firefighters, a representative from the City of 
Austin reports continued challenges with police hand signaling and AVs.
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ChargePoint has partnered with Eaton to develop the ChargePoint 
Express Grid, a new electric EV charging station. The system uses 
direct current power supplied by a custom microgrid that integrates solar 
panels and battery storage. ChargePoint plans to make the Express Grid 
available to both individual drivers and fleet operators starting in 2026.

Governor Gavin Newsom has announced an agreement that allows Uber and Lyft 
drivers to unionize under Assembly Bill (AB) 1340, while also reducing the 
insurance coverage requirements for transportation network companies (TNCs) 
under Senate Bill (SB) 371. Although TNCs oppose AB 1340, they stand to benefit 
from lower insurance costs—a savings that is often passed on to passengers. AB 1340 
also overrides Proposition 22, which had previously prohibited TNC driver unionization.

The Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority implements a 
solar-powered shared e-bike charging hub. The shared e-bike hub 
charges the bikes via rooftop solar and battery power, allowing for easy 
deployment and no existing electrical infrastructure. MetroMobility 
explains the simple design will make it easy to scale manufacturing and 
reduce operating costs compared to other shared e-bike models.
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Robomart is developing a Level 4 autonomous electric vehicle (EV) 
designed for deliveries of up to 500 pounds. The vehicle is equipped 
with ten climate-controlled lockers, enabling it to handle multiple orders 
simultaneously, and has an estimated range of 112 miles. The company 
plans to launch its automated delivery service in Austin, Texas, in late 2025, 
charging a flat delivery fee of $3.
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https://thedailytexan.com/2025/08/27/texas-to-enforce-new-autonomous-vehicle-rules-amid-safety-concerns/
https://cities-today.com/solar-energy-powers-new-e-bike-hub-in-massachusetts/
https://www.sfexaminer.com/news/technology/uber-lyft-sign-off-on-newsom-deal-to-let-driver-unionize/article_068650d1-3f88-4039-9ae3-1cb922742851.html
https://insideevs.com/news/770360/chargepoint-express-grid/
https://www.theverge.com/news/765167/robomart-autonomous-food-delivery-locker-rm5
http://imr.berkeley.edu/
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